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Goals

Provide a tool to capture use cases, requirements & more for the AREA ecosystem

Encourage the creation of contextualized and tagged content

Make this context valued by and accessible to the AREA community 

Encourage a collaborative environment

Provide a managed, rich source of valuable content for AR solution users and suppliers



3

Key Concepts
Database is online and accessible to the AREA community

Adheres to the AREA Schema of Needs

Two views of the system:
• The registered user 

• Submit content for approval
• Search
• Comment
• Report

• The Admin user (aka Requirements Committee members)
• User privileges plus…
• Configuration

• Users, Settings, Industries, Tags, Personas, Templates, Admin users
• Content approval 

Rich text editing of content and simple linking to other content

Content subscription with automated notifications model Mobile friendly
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Key Capabilities

Consistently structured content is encouraged:
• Business scenarios
• Use cases
• Requirements / needs
• Value propositions
• Personas
• Submitted content is subject to a review process

Rich text editing (include links, images, etc.)
• Commenting to encourage collaboration
• Streamlined referencing to existing 
• Subscribe and notify model 
• Use pre-defined templates

Bulk loading of content
• From CSV file

Comprehensive search capabilities

Reporting 

User self registration

User’s View of the System Admin’s View of the System

Maintain list of admins and users

Define list of tags and tag groups

Define set of Industries
• e.g. Automotive, Aerospace

Define usage Settings
• e.g. Factory, Field, etc.

Define Personas
• e.g. Field Service Technician

Define Templates for all content types

Define notification email lists 

Review and Approve content submissions



55

User Capabilities
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User’s initial screen

https://areareqs.firebaseapp.comDatabase location

Contact Michael@thearea.org for admin privileges (needs a gmail account)

https://areareqs.firebaseapp.com/
mailto:Michael@thearea.org
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User’s home screen

Overview of 
approved content 

in database

Search tools

Content types

Login for admin 
users
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Searching
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Search UI overview

Search by 
Industry, Setting 

and Tags

Facetted search 
results (links to 

sublists)

Simple text search 
according to 

context

Run the search Persistent, re-usable personalised search

Searches are 
context-sensitive

Facetted results 
shown when in 

“HOME” context

Help on 
compound search 

queries
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Search expressions

Build compound search strings (in addition to use of tags) e.g.
• *

• Find everything!
• AP* [and] [-]APP*

• Find items with words beginning with AP but not with APP
• Hololens [OR] ODG

• Find items that include the “Hololens” or “ODG”

These can be saved for later re-use

Click for more info 
on search queries
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Advanced Search UI overview (1)

Tags 

Logical operator 
within this group

Previously saved 
searches

Define name of 
saved search

Collapsible group 
display

Collapsible group 
display

Admin-defined tag 
groups

Admin-defined tag 
groups

Saved searches:
• Capture all tags
• Include search string
• Individual to user

Search by user 
(name/email 

address)
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Advanced Search UI overview (2)

Admin-defined tag 
groups
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Example search – within REQUIREMENTS

Multi-selection to 
edit Settings, Tags, 

etc.

Title of 
requirement = link 

to content item

Simple text field 
search

Edit this 
requirement

Get the link to this 
requirement

Simultaneous 
editing of tags for 

multiple items

Select to search in 
this context
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Viewing
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Viewing a requirement

Applicable 
Settings and 

Industries

Summary title

Who created this 
item and when

Commenting

Edit this item

Item detail

Tags (admin-
definable)

Subscribe to edits 
or comments on 

this item

Share a link to this 
item (via email)
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Viewing a use case or scenario

Link to 
requirement

Auto-generated 
list of referenced 

requirements

Popup to view 
requirement in 

content
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Notifications



18

Notifications
Email notifications occur on content item creation (e.g. scenarios, use cases) to:

• Admin accounts

• Selected users (list maintained by an admin)

Item edits send notifications to:

• Admin accounts

• Selected users (list maintained by an admin)

• The content creator

• Item subscribers

Comment creation sends notifications to: 

• Admin accounts

• The content creator

• Item subscribers

• Previous commenters

Edit notification

Comment notification
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Commenting
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Commenting

Automated email 
notification

Comment thread

Includes recent 
comment text.
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Submitting
Content
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Bulk Upload

Bulk upload CSV file
Submit individual 

requirement

Bulk upload supported for all item types:
• Scenarios, Use cases, Requirements, Value propositions
• CSV file format:

• [title] , [description] \n
• Excel is a good way to prepare existing lists to save to CSV

All item submissions and edits are sent for approval
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Submitting an item

(1) Enter title

Rich formatting tools

Embed pictures, tables, 
hyperlinks, etc.

(2) Choose template (if 
required)

(3) Enter description

(4) Select relevant 
Industries (optional)

(5) Select relevant 
Settings (optional)

(6) Select relevant Tags 
(optional)

(7) Click SAVE

All item submissions and edits are sent for approval (except comments)

Formatted item template 
(optional)
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Linking to other content (e.g. requirements within a use case)

(1) Enter link text to be 
shown (optional) 

(2) Right Mouse Button 
menu and select item 
type

(3) Start typing

(4) Select from auto-populated 
list that match the text typed 
and hit return. 
Hyperlink is embedded within 
the text.
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Reporting
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Reporting Search Results to PDF & CSV

Export selected items to 
a CSV file (import into 

Excel, etc.)

Export selected items 
from search results to a 
PDF (via a browser)

Additional optional info 
for report

Embeds links to items 
within the report
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Save search results to PDF & CSV reports

CSV report

PDF report (can also 
save as HTML)

Use browser’s “Print to 
PDF driver”

Link to item in database

Notes: 
• Uses browser ability to write to a PDF driver.
• You’ll need to enable the popup from the tool 
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Admin Capabilities

Accessible to Admin Users only
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Admin home screen

Submitted content 
counts

Time period 
(defaults to one 

month ago to ‘today’)

Approval counts

Submitted content 
counts

Links to lists of 
updated content 

items

Overview of 
approved content 

in database
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Flagging content for review

Place single item in 
‘unapproved’ state

Place multiple 
items from search 

results in 
‘unapproved’ state

Content flagged for review will return to the list of items to 
be approved by the committee
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Pending Items on the Admin’s Home Screen

Grouped according 
to Item Type

Grouped according 
to Item Type

Grouped according 
to Item Type

Committee actions

Backlog of items 
to approve
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Thank you


